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SECTION 4.(a)  Nutrient offset credits may be purchased to partially offset 
nutrient loadings to surface waters as required by the Environmental Management Commission.  
Nutrient offset projects authorized under this section shall be all of the following: 

(1) Consistent with rules adopted by the Commission for implementation of 
nutrient management strategies. 

(2) Located within the same hydrologic area, as defined in G.S. 143-214.11, in 
which the associated nutrient loading takes place. 

SECTION 4.(b)  A government entity, as defined in G.S. 143-214.11, may 
purchase nutrient offset credits through either: 

(1) Participation in a nutrient offset bank that has been approved by the 
Department if the Department approves the use of the bank for the required 
nutrient offsets. 

(2) Payment of a nutrient offset fee established by the Department into the 
Riparian Buffer Restoration Fund established in G.S. 143-214.21. 

SECTION 4.(c)  A party other than a government entity, as defined in 
G.S. 143-214.11, may purchase nutrient offset credits through either: 

(1) Participation in a nutrient offset bank that has been approved by the 
Department if the Department approves the use of the bank for the required 
nutrient offsets. 

(2) Payment of a nutrient offset fee established by the Department into the 
Riparian Buffer Restoration Fund established in G.S. 143-214.21. This 
option is only available to an applicant who demonstrates that the option 
under subdivision (1) of this subsection is not available. 

SECTION 5.  The Department of Environment and Natural Resources shall study 
whether the preference for compensatory wetland and stream mitigation banks established by 
S.L. 2008-152, as amended by this act, and the preference for riparian buffer mitigation banks 
and nutrient offset banks established by this act create a likelihood that the Ecosystem 
Enhancement Program will be unable to recoup investments made in riparian buffer mitigation 
and nutrient offset projects.  The Department shall document the basis for its findings, 
including the source, nature, and amount of any prior investments, and may make 
recommendations for facilitating the recovery of such investments if it concludes that doing so 
would be in the public interest.  The Department shall report its findings and recommendations, 
if any, to the Environmental Review Commission no later than February 1, 2010. 

SECTION 6.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 15th day of July, 2009. 
Became law upon approval of the Governor at 9:51 a.m. on the 24th day of July, 

2009. 
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AN ACT TO CLARIFY MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS AND MANUFACTURERS 

LICENSING LAWS AND DEALER TERMINATION ASSISTANCE RIGHTS. 
 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

SECTION 1.  G.S. 20-305(28) reads as rewritten: 
"§ 20-305.  Coercing dealer to accept commodities not ordered; threatening to cancel 

franchise; preventing transfer of ownership; granting additional franchises; 
terminating franchises without good cause; preventing family succession. 

It shall be unlawful for any manufacturer, factory branch, distributor, or distributor branch, 
or any field representative, officer, agent, or any representative whatsoever of any of them: 

… 
(28) To require, coerce, or attempt to coerce any new motor vehicle dealer to 

purchase or order any new motor vehicle as a precondition to purchasing, 


